
Signage Report including designs 

Following lots of consultation we have the following recommendations to make. 

Road signs: (Should all be in a similar ‘highways’ style and include brown tourist symbols) 

It is very important that the car parks are better signed – visitors need to know where they are and that 

there is a short stay and a long stay car park. Distances in yards and miles as currently used by Highways. 

1. Car park sign for Doverhay carpark – should include a large P, Short Stay, WC + disabled and be visible as cars 
drive down Dunster Steep. 

2. Sign to Central carpark to be added to sign to Lynmouth - should include a large P, direction arrow and distance, 
Long Stay, ‘i’ for information and electric car charging point (may be added later). Weight limit sign to be moved 
to new pole behind wall and rusty pole and short pole in front of wall removed, or new ‘all-in-one’ sign designed. 

3. Central parking direction and a 20-mph sign on post opposite central garage – post is too short so completely 
redesign a sign to go on Castle wall. Permission needed. 20mph to be printed on road. 

4. Main highways sign at the junction to Porlock Weir to be corrected/ replaced (includes footpath to Porlock Weir 
sign to be moved). It measures about 60” x 60” in total. Try not to increase sign area to avoid blocking Porlock 
Visitor Centre sign and/or spoiling flower display. Make parking more visible.  

5. Sign opposite Ship Inn for left turn to Porlock Weir to be redesigned – to include Long Stay car park / electric car 
charging point with Porlock Weir left turn and Short Stay / coach park / WC with straight on to Minehead.  

6. Directional sign to Sparkhayes Campsite at bottom of Dunster Steep – to be left where it is unless Phil Weaver 
wants it replaced? 

The car park signs could be purchased online if quicker/cheaper. Only the highways signs will need to be ordered 

from SCC Highways. 

Branded signs: (using ENP style to emphasise Porlock as being in the National Park) 

7. ‘Porlock’ sign with floral displays on Doverhay car park wall and at Village Hall. Maps and notice/information 

boards. 

Pedestrian signs: (Finger post style where possible, with a traditional look and feel, to include ‘tourist’ icons and 

symbols for notable/listed buildings and other facilities/features) 

Once parked, visitors need to know where to go to find all that Porlock has to offer. 

8. Signs to toilets needed at St Dubricius and Methodist Church – should include WC, disabled and distances and 
directional arrows. To be included on finger post. 

9. To Marsh and Sparkhayes campsite on pole by Piggy in the Middle – should include pedestrian ‘walking’ image 
and distances and should be on pole not wall. To match sign opposite and include coastal path icon.  

10. Walking sign from High Street to central car park installed by Methodist Church – on a finger post with distance. 

11. New sign of various facilities on approach to High Street by Methodist Church – Finger post style. Should include 
to toilets, Visitor Centre (i), Community library, Village Hall, Defibrillator, Rec, pharmacy (as a symbol), Cashpoint 
(ATM) and listed buildings like Dovery Museum, Church and Ship Inn. With directional arrows, distances.  

12. Similar sign to 4 at the Doverhay car park – plus PO. 

13. Sign to Village Hall, Woodland walk to Porlock Weir and Ship Inn – below road sign in finger post style.  

14. Finger posts at St. Dubricius Church to be redesigned – can this be sited where it does not spoil view of Church 
and is more visible? On Parson Street or at the entrance to Drang area? 

15. Sign showing ‘To the High Street’ from the Central car park and from the car park vehicle entrance. 

16. Signs to seating in Churches – to include a sign on the High Street to Methodist Garden and sign by entrance to 
Methodist Garden. Sign at St. Dubricius Church to seating, (& Peace Garden?), and new notice board on railings. 

17. Signs for the Drang to and from Rec and Museum would allow/encourage visitors to use/explore the Drang 
which is an interesting feature of Porlock. The Drang is also part of the Coleridge Way and a route to the Rec.  



Maps at Doverhay and Central Car park 
 
18. Having talked to visitors and locals, we need a map showing ‘where you are’, notable/listed buildings and 

facilities on the High Street and routes to Marsh/Coast Path, Rec, Hawkcombe walks, Porlock Hill and Woodland 
walk to Porlock Weir.  

One on back of Doverhay toilet, one on posts on right side of path to High Street from Central Carpark.  

We need to be sure where they are going to be placed so we can ensure they are drawn/orientated correctly. 
 
 
 

Notice boards at Doverhay, Central Car Park, Garage, Old School Building, Church 

19. What are these for? Local information including PPC and other organisation Agendas. Tourist/Visitor/Resident. 
Information of upcoming events.  

 
A notice board on the back of the Doverhay toilet block would be seen by visitors parking there. 
 
The PPC Notice board at the Central Garage is for local information but is not now very visible due the cars 
parked there. One suggestion is to increase the height by having a ‘header’ raised up on poles above the board 
with, perhaps, an area large enough for banners to be hung below the header and above the notice board. This 
could be an alternative to having banners on the Church railings. Could this area also be used for laminated 
posters rather than having them on the Church railings? 
 
St. Dubricius Church is a listed building, in the heart of the conservation area and a much photographed, 

picturesque, central spot in the village. The posters and banners can spoil this view and floral displays.  

 

 
 

The ‘heading’ would be easily seen above any car parked blocking the notice board (and there are usually a few 

including a resident’s pick-up in front of the notice board, obscuring it from view). The ‘heading’ could say: 

 

What’s On in Porlock or Porlock Information Point or Porlock Information Board or Information & What’s On 

 

Hopefully, people would then check what was ‘advertised’ on the notice board below behind the glass. 

On the lower edge of the ‘heading’ there could be hooks or a cable or bar to attach banners to. These would be 

visible in a central part of the village without marring a notable view. Or the area below the heading could be a 

pin board for laminated signs and/or banners. 

 
The notice board at the Central carpark has already been renovated and re-sited.   



Road Signs designs: 
 
These signs would be in ‘highways’ style.  
Traffic signs can be designed and made by SCC Highways who would quote for them on receipt of our draft 
designs. This would ensure permission prior to ordering. The car parking signs can be provided locally or 
bought off the internet. These are required urgently, so how long they take to deliver might be the 
deciding factor. 
 
The signs for the car parks need to be easily read from a car. If the traffic passing through Porlock can not 

see where to park, visitors are likely to carry on and simply pass through Porlock. 

Visitors need to know there are Long and Short Stay car parks. Traders often hear visitors saying they 

would like to spend longer in shop, get a cup of tea, etc. but they only have 2 hours on their ticket, not 

realising there is a Long Stay car park. 

1. Car park sign for Doverhay carpark. Should be visible as traffic comes down Dunster Steep to give advance 

notice of turn. Needs to be high enough not to be blocked by traffic. The tree may need to be pruned back slightly. 

Should include directional sign to Long Stay. A notice at the pay point advising of Long Stay Central car park (with 

directions) would be a good idea. 

 

 
This sign would be fixed below 
To advertise Long Stay as an 
alternative. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

    The tree in Doverhay carpark may need a little pruning so the view of the sign is not blocked                    

   

 

 

 



2. Sign to Central carpark to be added to sign to Lynmouth.  

Ideally the weight limit sign can be removed and the sign redesigned to incorporate a weight limit symbol as used on 

A39 on Bratton straight if Highways agree to this (see images below). 

 

  

The signs on the left 
simply have a weight 
limit symbol on the 
directional sign to 
Porlock Hill. Could we 
do the same on the sign 
in Porlock?  

 

Otherwise, the weight limit sign will be moved to a new pole behind the wall and rusty pole and short pole in front 

of wall will both be removed and the sign to the Central car park below will be placed on the pole with the Lynmouth 

sign if an ‘all-in-one’ sign is not allowed.  

                         

 

3. Central parking direction on wall to replace existing sign. 

 

 

The ‘Welcome to Porlock’ sign on the wall by the Castle 
could have a bigger ‘P’ and a dotted line and a pedestrian 

icon added , but it would still be hard to see and 
possibly too high for pedestrians to spot. So, we propose 
replacing it with a new sign. 
 
There is not room to add it to the bottom of the road 
directional sign as it would then obstruct the pavement. 
The main road sign should stay where it is as helps protect 
the bay window. 

 

 

 

 
This new sign could be placed over 
the ‘Welcome to Porlock’ sign, which 
could be moved lower. 
 
Or this new sign could be mounted 
on its own alongside the road sign. 
  
Or to one side of the pole. 

 

            

 

P 



4. Main highways sign at the junction to Porlock Weir 

This sign is damaged and does not show the Long Stay car park prominently enough. We propose to ask SCC 

Highways to replace this with our new design. We think the brown information icons provide a touristy look. The 

electric car charging icon will be added later once the charger is available. We will sign post Porlock Hill (I in 4 feels 

more traditional but Highways may insist on 25%. Current sign measures 60” x 60” in total. The new sign will be the 

same width, probably not as high. The ‘Woodland Walk’ will be below as a separate sign in the ‘pedestrian style’. 

                               

 

5. Sign opposite Ship Inn for left turn to Porlock Weir 

 
 
Or 
 

 

 

The current sign is about 
44”wide x 36” high. Then there 
is the car park sign below. 
 
The sign seems to suggest the 
car car park is on a different 
road to Porlock Weir. 
 
The car park sign should say 
Long Stay and there should be 
info about the Short Stay and 
coach park. 
 
The new sign should not be 
much wider. 
 
Again, we have used the brown 
tourist icons and the electric car 
charging icon will be added 
once charger available. 

  

6. Campsite sign at the bottom of Dunster Steep. There are no plans to replace this at the moment unless 

requested/approved by Phil Weaver. 

  



ENP Branded Signs: 
 
7.  This branding would be used on the signs that accompany the statement floral displays at the entrances to the 

village (bottom of Porlock Hill and Dunster Steep). 
 

It will also be used in conjunction with the maps, information and notice boards. 
 

The design will use ENP colours, logos and fonts. 
 

 

                       

      
 

 

Pedestrian Signs 

Yards or metres for pedestrian signs?  

Yards are not understood by anyone under the age of 30-40 years but they do suggest an ‘oldy-worldy’ traditional 

feel for Porlock. Metres are more common for distances for walking. Highways will use miles and yards on the traffic 

signs. Ideally, we would not mix metric with imperial so may be better to use yards and miles for all signs? 

 Wherever possible, we are recommending using finger posts in a similar style to the pictures below. 

       

For ease of reading for those with dyslexia, it is best to use a sans serif font with a good contrast between the 

background and words, using a dark coloured text on a lighter background, but not on a white background. 

However, this is not traditionally seen. Avoiding green and red/pink helps those with colour blindness. 

8.  Signs to toilets at St Dubricius and Methodist Church on finger post. These will be included on the finger 

post being designed. 

9.  To Marsh and Sparkhayes campsite on pole by Piggy in the Middle to be in same design used on the wall of 

the Olde Chappell/Ziangs with an icon for a walker, distance to Porlock Marsh (as it is referred to on the new 

maps) and Coast Path with icon. 

      We don’t have permission to put this sign on Piggy in the Middle’s wall so the post should be straightened and 

painted and the new sign fixed to that, to replace what is currently there.  

                



10.  Walking sign from High Street to Central car park - by Methodist Church on finger post (see 11 below). 

11.  New sign of various facilities on approach to High Street by Methodist Church 

One of the identified problems is where to put a pedestrian sign so it does not block the pavement or the 

Tannery road but is at a height and angle to be easily seen by pedestrians. The bush partially obscuring the 

lamppost (see below) is a forsythia, we believe, so could be cut back harder (Methodist Church permission 

needed) - it is a vigorous grower and needs to be cut immediately after flowering if it is to flower properly each 

year. The signs would only point left, right and towards the car park, so there would not be a ‘head-height’ issue 

over the pavement. A Finger post behind the wall just back from the High Street might work but not for the sign 

back to the carpark, which needs to be seen clearly from the High Street.  

We have considered ‘boards’ listing places/attractions to left and right on either side of the entrance, one on 

the stone pillar to the left and one on the metal post to the right but this might encourage people to stand in 

the entrance which would cause problems with cars turning in. 

The Miles sign is already fixed with rawl plugs and screws drilled into the carved stone, unfortunately, but 

removing it would not help undo the damage already caused so it will be left where it is. 

 

This is the view from the 
High Street.  
 
If the finger post signs 
were fixed to the lamppost 
they could be read from 
the pavement and a sign to 
the carpark would be 
clearly visible. 

 

This is the view 
approaching the High 
Street from the Central 
carpark. 
 
The finger post signs 
would be ‘double-sided’ 
So could be read from 
any direction. 

Suggested wording and symbols are shown below. Distances have been calculated using Google maps. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

    



Pointing towards the car park – they could be on one sign or two separate signs as shown below: 

  Central Car Park    100yds                      

  Garden of Tranquillity & Peace  

 

 

Or Car Park    100yds 

 

Methodist Church 
Garden 
of Tranquillity and 
Peace 

 20yds 

As we are advertising the ATM at the Doverhay end of the High Street, so we should put a cash point sign on the PO 

wall opposite, or suggest the PO installs one (not an ATM, though, as not automatic or 24hr) 

 

12. At Doverhay car park  

   Same as finger post at Methodist Church/High Street – distances have been calculated using Google maps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

This fingers post could be sited on the corner of the car park and High Street junction. 

 

 



 

13. Sign to Village Hall, Woodland walk to Porlock Weir and Ship Inn at the traffic junction to Porlock Weir 

(by Pollards Court). Remove blue sign and replace with finger post style sign. Separate from road sign but not so low 

it spoils the flower display. Should it include a small ‘P’ for the parking? 

 or   

 

                        

                   

 

 

 

 

 

14.Finger posts at St. Dubricius Church  

 These should match finger posts elsewhere and would possibly be easier to see if on a pole by the pavement or 

by Drang rather than in the Churchyard. We could use symbols to reduce the number of fingers required. 

Rec, Toilets in both directions, Tourist Information, Museum, Car parks in both directions, cash point, pharmacy, 

library, PO, Marsh and coastal walk, Coleridge Way?, Village Hall, Ship Inn, and Woodlan Walk to Porlock Weir 

                 ATM    300yds               Central  300yds 
 

 

                  

           Rec sign pointing up The Drang: 

The forge make finger posts so could get a quote from them. We could put stickers on plain black metal signs 

which would allow for later changes. 

 

 
 

There are alternative posts – the lamppost which already has the 
bus timetable, and two redundant posts but are they too far up 
Parsons Street? 
 
And we don’t want to impact negatively on the view of the 
Church. 

 



    

 

If we put the post by the Drang, it would not 
impact the view of Church, would not obstruct 
the pavement, and the route to Rec would be via 
the Drang on a finger pointing that way (See 17.). 
 
The post could be installed behind the gate pillar? 

  

15.  Sign showing ‘To the High Street’ from the Central car park and from the Car park vehicle entrance 

We do not want anything painted on the path as previously suggested, as this would soon wear off due to water, 

etc. A sign on the wall at the corner of the Methodist Church garden wall opposite the planters at Hope Cottage 

has been suggested but might be too small (see yellow box indicating location on photo below). 

    
 

 
 

The notice board has been refurbished and remounted on the 
posts to the right of the path so it does not block the sight lines. 
A planter has been placed under. 

It has also been mentioned that a sign is needed at the road 
entrance to the car park for pedestrians walking from the 
Caravan Park and to be seen by visitors parking. 

A sign based on the one below is suggested. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

A ‘branded’ sign with a map could be fixed to two poles on the right-
hand side of the path or on two new poles on the same side of the 
path, nearer to the car park. 
 
The map should include icons showing the main attractions/ listed 
buildings: 

Museum , Church , Ship Inn , Village Hall, 

Old School building      
Car parks  (with long stay/short stay), Bus stops , ATM, toilets 

, Coast path , Pharmacy , Defibrillator , Coleridge Way, 

The Drang, The Rec, Porlock Hill, Footpaths to Marsh, Woodland walk 

to Porlock Weir, The Moor (Hawkcombe and Doverhay). 

Directions to Minehead, Bossington, Porlock Weir, Scenic Toll Road, 

Lynmouth via Porlock Hill. 

 

See more on maps further down. 

 

16.  Signs to seating in Churches 

Churches to provide wording and detail and to sign-off on design.  

 

  

           

Another sign from the High Street to the Methodist Garden will be on the finger post sign for the Central car park. 

(See item 11. above)  

 

17. Signs to and from Rec and Museum in the Drang. 

The Drang is an interesting feature of Porlock and signs could be used to encourage visitors to explore and to 

direct them to the Rec. 

 
On the finger post at the High Street to the Rec 
 

 

      

 
There are steps on the path from the High Street to the Rec 
(see photos on left). 
This would make it difficult/impossible to use with a 
wheelchair so we may need an additional sign saying 
‘Wheelchair users should use Parsons Street’. 
 
Would it be possible to replace the steps with a ramp?  
Might be slippery in the winter? 
 

Map 



 

          
 
If permission cannot be obtained to put sign on the walls, there are 
lampposts, etc. that could possibly be used. 

 

 
 

  
Museum sign on the telegraph pole 

 
We would need permission to put this sign on the wall if it cannot go on 
the lamppost. 
 

 
 

      

 
Direction of signs depends on which side of the road they are fixed. 
The Coleridge Way follows the Drang so the  symbol to be added. 

 
 

      

 
 
 
 

       
 

  

 
 

The lamppost can be used for this sign 

 

 

We need a sign at the Rec saying to the High Street. This could be the branded one or the finger post style. 
 

   
 

            
 

 

    

Do we need a sign to the High Street via Parsons Street, 
avoiding steps? 
 
 

 



Maps 

Maps are required at each car park at least and we must make sure we know exactly where they will be displayed so 

they are drawn/orientated correctly. 

Below are two hand drawn maps based on Google Maps which could become the basis of a properly drawn, typed 

and coloured map with icons for features, etc. 

 

 

 
The branded heading could be used 
with the maps 

 
 

Suggestion/first draft for a map if 
positioned when looking towards the 
sea with the High Street in front of you. 
 
It is easier if you are looking towards 
the High Street when viewing the map 
so should be on the back of the 
Doverhay toilet. 
 
Use colours for the roads and the 
Hawkcombe water and maybe ‘Sea’ 
edge could be a graduated blue and the 
‘Moor’ edge a graduated green. Dotted 
lines for pedestrian ways. 
 
Symbols as used on the pedestrian 
signs, key to distance. 
 
The bus stops and cycle racks could be 
added. 
 

 

Suggestion/first draft for a map if 
positioned when looking towards the 
moor (sea behind you) with the High 
Street in front of you. 
 
To be located to the right of the path at 
the Central carpark. 
 
‘You are here’ stars are important but 
could be added as stickers so the maps 
can be used in various locations. 
 
Map should also include 
www.discoverporlock.co.uk  as a link to 
online content and TOP logo. 

 

 

 

You Are 

Here 

The Moor 

The Sea 

You Are 

Here 

The Moor 

The Sea 



Other maps for reference/comparison. 

 

The map on the website is easy to use but 
lacks the necessary detail and is possibly 
too graphical and less attractive to be 
used as a tourist map.  
 
More detail could be added as in the hand 
drawn examples. 

  

 

This is the map of the conservation area 
showing the listed buildings for reference. 
 
 
The listed buildings in red are: 
The Ship Inn 
Cape’s Stores old Rose & Crown 
Sanctuary Cottage 
St Dubricius Church & Cross 
Chantry Cottage 
The Old Rectory 
Dovery Manor Museum 
The Gables 
Doverhay Place 
Doverhay Cottage 
Higher Doverhay Farm 
 
Bossington Place 
Bossington Lodge 
 
 



 

This is the old map which is obviously 
completely the wrong way round for 
where is was placed at the Central 
carpark but…… 
 
….quite pictorial which looks nice but 
maybe harder to use. 
 
Do we still have the artwork? 
 
 
 

 

This is the right orientation for the map 
at the Central carpark.  
 
This map has been removed from the 
Central carpark as it confused visitors as 
not orientated correctly.  
 
Rather than have businesses included on 
a new map, the info can be provided on 
the website. 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


